Disbursements less than
the aid pledged under AFT

TKATHMANDAL IAN. 18

EPAL has recobved much less assis-
tance than what was committed
under the Workd Trade Organisation

(WTO)s Aid for Trade (AFT) tiative., The
initiative, which was launc during the
¥s Sixth Ministerial Conforence in Hong

Kong in 2005, was meant o assist least
countries o integrate them into
the uhhnl rrading systom,
test reports of the Organisation for

|1\)I)(.ll|ll|. Coopemation and Development
(OBECDY) and WTO show that AN
ments o Nepal were less o)
tries and disbursements were even lower
than commiuments

According to the reports, assistance
warth $201 million in 2006, $270 million in
2007 and 3231 million in 2008 wene commit-
ted o Nepal under AFT. However, Nepal
received only $97.5 million in 2006, $25 mil-
lon in 2007 and $77.9 million in 2008,

Trade Ramnakar Adhikari says the
top 20 countries received 70 percent of the
total assistance under AFT. “Bangladesh is
the only LDC 1o feature in the top 20 coun-
trics” list of the AFL” said Adhikari,
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COuUntry o wy.” said Ghil
He, over, 1 that the

lacks a clear ﬂuxl-nl.llym how 10 receive
assistance under AFT.

Trade experis sald that ald packages for
trade woere mostly available in the software
sector only, whareas country is in des-
perate neod o! aid in hudwum SECIOF.
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Hectual Pmpwly Dlnnnh-uun (WIPO)

d provided technical

r and monetary assis-
tance worth Hs 120 million for Nepals
capacity building under the | Enhanced
lnn-unu«l Framework ca:lm

1o €

has formed EIF 'thnul Steering
Committee under the chalrmanship nd’ﬂu-
Chief Secretary 1o initiate EIFs hnplﬂnvnr.l-
thon in the country. “We ane now developing
Ther 2 projects,” sakd Ghimire.
Kush Kumar rmshl. prmldnnl of lhc
of

how 1o approach nubTm under AFT and  joint-secretary of the Ministry of Commerce
Borw Dy dhew o g a . 1 q 5 there

been
have qulolcm lack of donors for AFL AFT

ment officia

and low disbursemeny Chandra Ghimite,  has not been included in most of the donors”

and Lh-l
wh:r Nt-pni ruou.'iw-d less MW “Was our

Joshi. He
emphmﬂu.-d the need for Rescarch and
Developiment facility in the country.



