Seed banks hailed

KATHMANDU (REPUBLICA):
Given the growing scarcity of local
genetic resources and increasing influ-
ence of multinational companies in
seed supplies, experts have stressed
the need to promote seed production
at community level by promoting local
seed banks. Speaking at a program
here on Wednesday, Dr Ratnakar Adhi-
kari, chief executive director of South
Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and
Environment, underlined the need to
institutionalize community seed banks.
SAARC countries have already agreed Lo
establish the SAARC Seed Bank to pre-
serve local genetic resources of seeds
available in the region. Kamalesh Adhi-
kari, leader of a team formed to study
the situation of community seed banks,
said SAARC member countries should
put in place a mechanism to exchange
seeds among them.



